
Differences Between High School and College 



Identifying and Disclosing a Disability 

In High School In College 
Education is a right and must be provided in 
appropriate environments to all individuals.  

Education is not a right. Students must meet certain admissions criteria and be 
defined under the ADA as qualified to meet the requirements of an academic 
program. 

School districts are responsible to identify 
students’ disabilities. 

Students must self-identify to Disability Services.  

School districts must provide free testing, 
evaluation, and transportation to programs.  

Students must provide transportation as well as current and appropriate 
documentation. If the documentation is insufficient, students may obtain 
evaluations at their own cost 

School districts develop Individualized Education 
Plans (IEPs). 

No IEPs are developed in college, as there is no special education. IEPs from 
high school do not always 
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Tests 

In High School In College 
Testing is frequent and covers small amounts of 
material. 

Testing is usually infrequent and may be cumulative, covering large amounts of 
material. The student, not the professor, needs to organize the material to 
prepare for the test. A particular course may have only 2 or 3 tests in a term. 

Makeup tests are often available. Makeup tests are seldom an option; if they are, you need to request them. 

Teachers frequently rearrange test dates to avoid 
conflict with school events. 

Professors in different courses usually schedule tests without regard to the 
demands of other courses or outside activities. 

Teachers frequently conduct review sessions, 
pointing out the most important concepts.  

Professors don’t always offer review sessions, and when they do, they expect 
you to be an active participant, one who comes prepared with questions. 

Guiding principle: Mastery is usually seen as 
the ability to reproduce what you were taught 
in the form in which it was presented to you, or 
to solve the kinds of problems you were 
shown how to solve. 

Guiding principle: Mastery is often seen as the ability to apply what you've 
learned to new situations or to solve new kinds of problems. 

Grades 



Classes 

In High School In College 
The school year is 36 weeks long; some classes 
extend over both semesters and some don't. 

The academic year is divided into four separate 10-week terms (8 weeks in 
summer), with a week or so off between each term. 

Classes generally have no more than 35 students. Class lectures may number 100 students or more. 

Students do most of their studying in class or in 
study halls and might not take much work home 
with them from school. 

Students do most of their studying outside of class (at least 2 to 3 hours outside 
of class for each hour in class) with lectures and other class work as a guide. 

Students seldom need to read anything more than 
once, and sometimes listening in class is enough.  

Students 
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In High School In College 
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